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STATE OF FLORIDA 

LEE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER 
KENNETH M. WILKINSON, C.F.A. 

 
 Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 1546 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-1546 

Physical Address: 
2480 Thompson Street 

Fort Myers, Florida  33901-3074 

 

Telephone:  (239) 533-6100   --  (866) 673-2868 (From anywhere in continental US/Canada/Florida except 239 area code) 
Facsimile:  (239) 533-6160   --   Website:  www.leepa.org 

 
 

FOR REFERENCE ONLY -- DO NOT FILE WITH YOUR PETITION 
 
Dear Petitioner:   
 
In response to your recent request, we are enclosing a petition form to the Value Adjustment 
Board, (Form DR-486).   
 
Please note that the assessed value of your property was based on the prior year’s market, cost 
and income information and that the date of assessment is January 1st of each year.   
 
The enclosed petition form should be completed in its ENTIRETY, including the parcel 
identification or STRAP number signed and accompanied by the appropriate filing fee to 
be paid to the “Lee County Clerk of Courts” and sent to the following office: 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
Attention:  Minutes Department 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
P.O. Box 2469 
Fort Myers, FL 33902 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
Attention:  Minutes Department 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
2115 Second Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 
Except for contiguous undeveloped parcels, a separate petition must be filed for each parcel 
being petitioned.  Please contact the Minutes Office (239-533-2328) if you need additional       
information about the filing fee required for your petition. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Kenneth M. Wilkinson, C.F.A. 
Lee County Property Appraiser  
 





DR-486PORT 
R. 12/09 

 Rule 12D-16.002 
Florida Administrative Code

PETITION TO THE VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD 
TRANSFER OF HOMESTEAD ASSESSMENT DIFFERENCE 

REQUEST FOR HEARING  

COMPLETED BY CLERK OF THE VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD      
Petition #  County Tax Year Date received

COMPLETED BY THE PETITIONER
PART 1.  Taxpayer Information 
Taxpayer Agent 
Mailing  
address  
for notices

The standard way to receive information is by US mail. If possible, I prefer to receive information by: 

I will not attend the hearing but would like my evidence considered. You must submit duplicate copies of your evidence to 
the value adjustment board clerk. Florida law allows the property appraiser to cross examine or object to your evidence. 
The VAB special magistrate ruling will occur under the same statutory guidelines as if you were present.  

Enter the time you will need to present your case. Most hearings take 15 minutes. The VAB is not bound by the 
requested time. For single joint petitions for multiple parcels, provide the time needed for the entire group. 

There are specific dates I or my witnesses will not be available to attend.  I have attached a list of the dates.
minutes

PART 3.  Certification
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I am the owner of the property described in this petition or the authorized agent of 
the owner for purposes of filing this petition and for purposes of becoming agent for service of process under s.194.011(3)(g), F.S., 
and that I have read this petition and the facts stated in it are true.

Signature, taxpayer Print Name Date

Signature, agent Professional license number or FBN
A petition filed by an unlicensed agent must be signed by the taxpayer or include written authorization from the taxpayer.

I am filing this petition after the petition deadline. I have attached a statement of the reasons I filed late and any 
documents that support my statement.  

FaxPhone

PREVIOUS HOMESTEAD NEW HOMESTEAD
Parcel ID

Physical  
address

County

PART 2.  Reason for Petition     Check all that apply.
I was denied the transfer of the assessment difference from my previous homestead to my new homestead. 
I disagree with the assessment difference calculated by the property appraiser for 
transfer to my new homestead.  I believe the amount that should be transferred is:  $ 
I filed late with the property appraiser for the transfer of my homestead assessment difference. Late filed homestead 
assessment difference petitions must include a copy of the application filed with the property appraiser and date 
stamped by the property appraiser.  
My previous homestead is in a different county. I am appealing action of the property appraiser in that county. 

Email

Your petition will not be complete until you pay the filing fee. When the VAB has reviewed and accepted it, they will assign a 
number, send you a confirmation, and give a copy to the property appraiser.

You have the right to exchange evidence with the property appraiser. To initiate the exchange, you must submit your evidence directly to the property 
appraiser at least 15 days before the hearing and request the property appraiser's evidence.  At the hearing, you have the right to have witnesses sworn. 

This petition does not authorize the consideration or adjustment of the just, assessed, or taxable value of the previous homestead.
You have the right to an informal conference with the property appraiser. This conference is not required and does not change 
your filing due date. You can present facts that support your claim and the property appraiser can present facts that support 
the correctness of the assessment. To request a conference, contact your county property appraiser.  

Email Fax



http://apps.leeclerk.org/VAB.htm
http://www.leeclerk.org/VAB.htm
http://www.leepa.org/
http://www.leepa.org/
www.leeclerk.org/vab.htm
http://apps.leeclerk.org/VAB.htm
http://apps.leeclerk.org/VAB.htm


http://www.leeclerk.org/VAB.htm
http://www.leepa.org/
http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/property/vabwb/vabrules.html
http://www.flsenate.gov/statutes


Department of Revenue (DOR) Rule 12D-9.020 Exchange of Evidence. 
 
(1) The petitioner has the option of participating in an exchange of evidence with the 

property appraiser. If the petitioner chooses not to participate in the evidence exchange, 
the petitioner may still present evidence for consideration by the board or the special 
magistrate. However, as described in this section, if the property appraiser asks in writing 
for specific evidence before the hearing in connection with a filed petition, and the 
petitioner has this evidence and knowingly refuses to provide it to the property appraiser a 
reasonable time before the hearing, the evidence cannot be presented by the petitioner or 
accepted for consideration by the board or special magistrate. Reasonableness shall be 
determined by whether the material can be reviewed, investigated, and responded to or 
rebutted in the time frame remaining before the hearing. These requirements are more 
specifically described in subsection (8) of this rule and in Rule 12D-9.025(4)(a) and (f), 
F.A.C.  

 
(2)(a) If the petitioner chooses to participate in an exchange of evidence with the 

property appraiser, at least fifteen (15) days before the hearing, the petitioner shall provide 
the property appraiser with a list and summary of evidence to be presented at the hearing 
accompanied by copies of documentation to be presented at the hearing. To calculate the 
fifteen (15) days, the petitioner shall use calendar days and shall not include the day of the 
hearing in the calculation, and shall count backwards from the day of the hearing.  

(b) If the petitioner chooses to participate in an exchange of evidence with the property 
appraiser and he or she shows good cause to the board clerk for not being able to meet 
the fifteen (15) day requirement and the property appraiser is unwilling to agree to a 
different timing of the exchange, the board clerk is authorized to reschedule the hearing to 
allow for the exchange of evidence to occur.  

(c) No later than seven (7) days before the hearing, if the property appraiser receives 
the petitioner’s documentation and if requested in writing by the petitioner, the property 
appraiser shall provide the petitioner with a list and summary of evidence to be presented 
at the hearing accompanied by copies of documentation to be presented by the property 
appraiser at the hearing. The evidence list must contain the property record card if 
provided by the board clerk. To calculate the seven (7) days, the property appraiser shall 
use calendar days and shall not include the day of the hearing in the calculation, and shall 
count backwards from the day of the hearing.  

(d) The last day of the period so computed shall be included unless it is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, in which event the period shall run until the end of the next 
previous day which is neither a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.  

 
(3)(a) If the petitioner does not provide the information to the property appraiser at least 

fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing pursuant to paragraph (2)(a), the property appraiser 
need not provide the information to the petitioner pursuant to paragraph (2)(c).  

(b) If the property appraiser does not provide the information within the time required by 
paragraph (2)(c), the hearing shall be rescheduled to allow the petitioner additional time to 
review the property appraiser’s evidence.  



(4) By agreement of the parties the evidence exchanged in subsection (2) shall be 
delivered by regular or certified U.S. mail, personal delivery, overnight mail, FAX or email. 
The petitioner and property appraiser may agree to a different timing and method of 
exchange. "Provided" means received by the party not later than the time frame provided 
in this rule section. If either party does not designate a desired manner for receiving 
information in the evidence exchange, the information shall be provided by U.S. mail. The 
property appraiser shall provide the information at the address listed on the petition form 
for the petitioner.  

 
(5) Level of detail on evidence summary: The summary pursuant to subsection (2) shall 

be sufficiently detailed as to reasonably inform a party of the general subject matter of the 
witness' testimony, and the name and address of the witness.  

 
(6) Hearing procedures: Neither the board nor the special magistrate shall take any 

general action regarding compliance with this section, but any action on each petition shall 
be considered on a case by case basis. Any action shall be based on a consideration of 
whether there has been a substantial noncompliance with this section, and shall be taken 
at a scheduled hearing and based on evidence presented at such hearing. "General 
action" means a prearranged course of conduct not based on evidence received in a 
specific case at a scheduled hearing on a petition.  

 
(7) A property appraiser shall not use at a hearing evidence that was not supplied to 

the petitioner as required. The remedy for such noncompliance shall be a rescheduling of 
the hearing to allow the petitioner an opportunity to review the information of the property 
appraiser.  

 
(8) No petitioner may present for consideration, nor may a board or special magistrate 

accept for consideration, testimony or other evidentiary materials that were specifically 
requested of the petitioner in writing by the property appraiser in connection with a filed 
petition, of which the petitioner had knowledge and denied to the property appraiser. Such 
evidentiary materials shall be considered timely if provided to the property appraiser no 
later than fifteen (15) days before the hearing in accordance with the exchange of 
evidence rules in this section. If provided to the property appraiser less  
than fifteen (15) days before the hearing, such materials shall be considered timely if the 
board or special magistrate determines they were provided a reasonable time before the 
hearing, as described in paragraph`12D-9.025(4)(f), F.A.C. A petitioner’s ability to 
introduce the evidence, requested of the petitioner in writing by the property appraiser, is 
lost if not provided to the property appraiser as described in this paragraph. This provision 
does not preclude rebuttal evidence that was not specifically requested of the petitioner by 
the property appraiser.  

 
(9) As the trier of fact, the board or special magistrate may independently rule on the 

admissibility and use of evidence. If the board or special magistrate has any questions 
relating to the admissibility and use of evidence, the board or special magistrate should 
consult with the board legal counsel. The basis for any ruling on admissibility of evidence 
must be reflected in the record.  
 
Rulemaking Authority 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1), 213.06(1) FS. Law 
Implemented 193.074, 194.011, 194.015, 194.032, 194.034, 194.035, 195.022, 195.084, 
200.069, 213.05 FS. History–New 3-30-10. 

 








